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In the latest “Where are they now” series, Merv Robertson caught 
up with muso-turned-retailer Bill Belton.

Hail, hail rock & roll(ers)

BILL BELTON IS wonderfully representative of both the halcyon days 
of Kiwi rock & roll and the halcyon days of independent retailers in 
our industry. 
At Mount Albert Grammar he couldn’t wait to turn 15, leave school 
and live his dream as a musician. Already, aged 14, he was a regular 
member of a dance band and earning more than his father so he left 
education behind. 

First shots in rock with Ray Woolf
Known as “Billy” Belton, he got his first shot as a rock guitarist with 
The Commodores in 1960. After a year, aged 17, he got a big break 
and joined Freddie Keil & the Kavaliers (the Keils and Beltons were 
neighbours during Bill’s childhood), a gig which lasted five years 
before he joined The Bob D Five. 

By now he was a bassist and was then invited into The Newsounds, 
working with Ray Woolf  which led on to the pair forming Ray Woolf 
& The Avengers. 

Five of Bill’s last six years as a full time musician were spent as bass 
player for the Trinity at Tommo’s Place in the Station Hotel in 
Auckland, where they backed some top artists. 

Then, aged just 30, he suddenly gave it all away. Exhausted from 15 
years of 70-hour weeks thanks to a day job and six nights a week 
on-stage, he “took a break”. But Bill Belton never played again.

From Civic Stereo to Stereo World
An extended camper van trip around Europe helped blow the 
cobwebs away. Once home, Bill bought a house in Herne Bay and 
started a yacht brokerage, which was fun, but didn’t make much 
money.

So he accepted a job with Ron van Preen at Wholesale Stereo on 
Queen Street and soon became a partner in a business which grew to 
include nine outlets across the country. 

Eventually Ron bought Bill’s shares back and Bill inherited the 
Queen Street shop, changing the name to Civic Stereo.

Eric Faesenkloet owned Downtown Stereo at that time and he and 
Bill formed a partnership. “With our combined skills, the location 
and the timing, Civic was just magic from day one,” says Bill. 

In 1984 Bill and Eric decided to go their separate ways. Civic Stereo 
was sold to Roger Bhatnagar and Bill invested in commercial 
property. 

He also opened Takapuna Stereo, growing a modest empire of four 
shops around greater Auckland under the Stereo World banner. 

From brown goods to white
In those early days, Dave McNeill joined from Bond & Bond, 
becoming Retail Sales Manager and in 1991 purchasing a 50% 
shareholding in Stereo World. 

Bill then took an extended break in Colombia, married his new 
wife Janet and, soon after his return, entered into a 50:50 partnership 
arrangement with Dave. By this time the entire retail operation had 
been consolidated into the site on the corner of Dominion and Valley 
Roads.

Then Gary Mangham, a nearby Fisher & Paykel dealer, decided to 
sell up. Encouraged by F&P, Bill and Dave bought the franchise and 
opened Homestyle Appliances across the road from Stereo World. 

Part of this exercise involved joining a buying group and “because 
Leighton Cox was so accommodating and helpful”, Bill and Dave 
chose to become a Retravision store, trading as Homestyle 
Retravision. 

However, remembers Bill: “Frankly, this was not profitable and 
maybe two years later we sold the lease.”

From the blue store to the blues and back again
In 2001, Dave McNeill wanted to move on so Bill reacquired his 
shares and took back control.

But turbulent times lay ahead: a fractious partnership with another 
staff member ended in litigation, Auckland Council pulled down the 
large signs atop the bright blue store in the dead of night citing 
permit issues and more was to follow. 

Bill’s health suffered and he became disillusioned. He describes 
himself as “an onlooker from afar” as his “baby” was eventually 
liquidated in 2008. The dream ended as a nightmare. 

Bill reflects today: “For two years I sat around at home and moped, 
did nothing, my ego shot to pieces. With Janet’s support however, I 
healed and started to meet up with some of my old music friends 
again.” 

All of which has been positive for Bill Belton: “Life’s good again,” he 
says.

Back to rock & roll
After a major heart scare last year, we can report that Bill is looking 
great and, over the past 24 months, he’s been closely associated again 
with his good friend, Ray Woolf. 

And guess what? After 40 years, “Billy” Belton has finally picked up 
the bass guitar again! 

He has played in a local church band and, who knows, at 72, maybe 
having some fun in a rock & roll revival band could be on the cards! 

Bill Belton remembers his time in music with tremendous pride 
and affection. “If only we could turn the clock in Auckland back to 
then, ahhhhhh…”  

For a full version of this story, more photos and links to some  
of Billy Belton’s music, visit our website using this link:  
http://bit.ly/2aGTcTZ 

<72> W A R E S  A U G U S T  2 0 1 6 MORE AT  www.wares.co.nz


